What Happens at a Legislative Hearing?
Your association is asking you to attend a hearing and you’ve never been to one before. What is expected? Do I have to speak? Here are a few facts and pointers that will help you express your opinion to the lawmakers who will decide on the bill and how the law will affect you.

First, you should understand that the legislators really respond to a big crowd. And they like to hear from people who are affected by the laws they consider.

· In the Senate, there is normally a sign-in sheet at a table near the door or at the table where people give their testimony. You should sign your name and under where is says “Representing” you can say “Self” or whatever organization that has authorized you to speak for the group.

· There will be a place to indicate if you are in favor of the bill or opposed to it. Be sure to check the correct box.  In our case, this session, we are IN FAVOR of SB 210. There is also a box to indicate whether or not you want to speak.

· It is OK not to speak, but you should still put your name on the list and indicate you are IN FAVOR of the bill.

· If there are a lot of us, we should all have a Name Tag or something so the senators take note that there are a lot of us.

· If you do want to speak, it’s always best to be short and to the point.

· You should approach the witness chair when your name is called, and thank the Chair and the members of the committee for their time or whatever. 

· State your name, the town where you live, your profession and that you are in favor of the bill. 

· Then say whatever you want, bearing in mind the senators will likely have no idea what you are talking about. They don’t know much about plumbing and gas fitting. So keep that in mind. If you find yourself being too technical, you can lose them.

· It’s always good to have one key point to make. Look at the talking points and see if there is something you feel you can talk about.

· When you’re done, thank the chair and say you’d be happy to answer any questions.

· In the House of Representatives, it’s a little different. They have cards at the witness table and you have to fill them out and see that they get into the chair’s hands.

· The card will again ask if you are in favor, or opposed and ask if you’re going to speak and if so, how long. Just put down 2 minutes.

· Usually, they ask for one person who is in favor and then one who is in opposition and alternate.

· Everyone should at least sign up on the sheet or sign a card to show support, even if you choose not to speak.

· Sometimes it’s a good idea to get on the bottom of the list so that you might be the last one to speak if you want to counter something said by those opposed to the bill. The last comments sometimes are the most remembered.

