Process of how a bill becomes a law.

· A senator or representative sponsor makes a “Legislative Service Request”  (LSR) to the Office of Legislative Services (OLS).

· The bill is assigned an LSR number. For our proposed bill it is:   LSR# 2007-S-1250
· Other legislators show their support by signing on as co-sponsors.

· Once the bill is drafted it is given back to the sponsor for final review. 

· The sponsor signs off on the drafting of the bill.

· The LSR is assigned a Bill number.  Our bill is SB 210
· The bill is assigned to a committee of the body (House or Senate). The Senate Executive Departments and Administration (ED&A) in our case.

· The committee schedules a public hearing to accept testimony from interested parties. This is where we need to show up in big numbers. The hearing is scheduled for March 7, 2:00 pm in Room 100 in the State House.

· The public hearing is held. Sometimes work sessions will be scheduled.

· The committee votes on the bill.

· If the committee votes “Ought to Pass” (OTP) then it proceeds to the floor for a vote of the body.

· If it passes on the floor, it then is sent to the other body (in this case to the House of Representatives) on “cross-over” day.

· The process then is repeated in the other body. We’ll need to show up in big numbers again when the second public hearing is held.

· If it passes both bodies it goes to the governor’s office for signature, assuming the governor is in favor of the bill.

· If there are differences in the house and senate versions, then a conference committee in formed to work out the differences in the two versions. 

· If the conference committee is successful, it may have to go back to each body to be voted on again.

· Once the bodies vote to pass the compromise it then goes to the Governor’s office.

